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Graphic designer creates interactive activity books to teach Black history
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Th rough trivia, word searches and crossword puzzles, 
graphic designer and Anderson resident Daniel J. Middle-
ton has made learning Black history interactive with the re-
lease of “Th e Black History Activity Book.” 

Th e book features 12 lesser-known historical Black, fi g-
ures, places and events. It came out on June 14, a few days 
ahead of Juneteenth celebrations on June 19. Juneteenth 
celebrates the emancipation of slaves in the U.S. 

Middleton’s next activity book, “21st Century Black 
Changemakers,” features unsung Black Americans. 
Th e book, which goes on sale July 1, features profi les of 
change-makers along with grayscale line art versions of 
illustrations that people can color. While people know 
Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman and 
Frederick Douglass, Middleton explains he wanted to 
explore lesser-known fi gures. 

Th e activities help reinforce that knowledge, Middleton 
said. He says the activities allow readers to connect to the 
facts on the page and the histories he writes. It allows them 
to retain and absorb the information.

Both activity books are meant for an older audience be-
cause of some of the topics addressed, but Middleton says 
the books could be a way for parents to slowly introduce 
their children to Black history in the U.S.

“My aim is to make the more obscure elements of Black 
history accessible to the masses and palatable, as well,” 

Middleton said. “So it should be a fun learning experience 
that is emotionally rewarding and edifying. People need to 
come away feeling something powerful and not merely out 
to arouse curiosity.”

Middleton owns the design company, Unique Col-
oring. He became inspired to write and design books 

thanks to his daughter’s love of nature. He observed 
how she was always interested in the world around 
her. She’d pick up caterpillars and ladybugs. Grow-
ing up, she was not the typical city girl Middleton 
thought she would be. He wrote a book in 2015 about 
an adventure he imagined her taking: shrinking 
down small enough to sit on the back of a ladybug 
and explore the world from the perspective of the 
creatures she loved to catch. 

Middleton said attending book events and seeing the lack 
of people of color on children’s book pages made him want 
to add some diversity to the genre. He wanted the charac-
ters in the children’s book to look like his daughter.

Th en, in 2019, Middleton and his family traveled to 
Belize — where Middleton’s family is from. On the trip, 
he says he remembers being disheartened by the pov-
erty in the country. 

“I thought there was something I could do to sort of en-
courage our people to rise up from the levels of their lan-
guishing, and I just thought what better way to do that and 
to present obscure fi gures from the past — Blacks who have 
basically braved adversity and discrimination and still rose 
to become prominent fi gures,” Middleton said.

Visit bit.ly/ActivityBookMiddleton to order “The 
Black History Activity Book” .

https://bit.ly/3cIm9yT



